


REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO ATTEND SKILLS BUILDING WORKSHOP

To:		[insert name]

From:		[insert your name]

Date:		[insert date]


I am writing to request approval to attend a one day workshop taking place in [city] on [date].

The title of the workshop is:

Negotiating IP Ownership: Law – Ownership Models - Strategies

It is organised by Opteon and presented by Philip Mendes. The following is cut and pasted from the workshop description:

​The ownership of intellectual property is often a controversial issue when negotiating 
research agreements and collaborations.

Amongst the controversies:
· Should IP be owned by one party or the other?
· What influences that decision? 
· Can IP rights to one party be negotiated instead of ownership?
· What models are there for IP ownership in collaborations?
· What influences the choice of one model over another? 
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of particular models? 

Sometimes parties agree on joint ownership, in the expectation that joint ownership results in equal and mutual rights. 
​
But joint ownership laws around the world affecting patents, copyright and confidential information more typically result in the parties having unequal rights. Often, joint ownership operates to the disadvantage of one joint owner, or even to the disadvantage of all the joint owners.
​​
How should ownership of IP be allocated:
​
· Should it be based on inventorship?
· Should it be based on whose IP is improved?
· Should ownership be based on the type or category of IP?
· Should ownership be joint?
· What models are available to allocate ownership in a collaborative research relationship?
· What influences one model being preferred over another?
​
Other ownership controversies arise in different relationships:
 
· Does a university always own the IP created by its academic scientists? 
· Does a company always own the IP created by its directors? 
· Does a university own the IP created by its students? 
· Who owns the IP created by a Visiting Scientist?
· Is an assignment by a Visiting Scientist effective?

This one day workshop focuses entirely on the controversial question of the ownership of intellectual property.

I believe that attending this workshop would improve my skills.

* A discounted registration fee of AUD $750 applies to staff of a university, research institute, Government or Government Agency. Lower registration fees apply for group registrations.

* The registration fee is AUD $850 for companies. Lower registration fees apply for group registrations.

The following is a link to the workshop website, where you can see a detailed program and other information: 

http://www.opteon-workshop.com

I look forward to your response. 

Thank you.
[Insert your name]


* delete whichever does not apply



